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Farm Details
Zenith Nurseries Ltd. is a 80 Ha holding located in and around the village of Offenham to
the east of Evesham. The nursery is a mix of owned and rented land producing indoor and
field grown salad crops and whole heads for wholesale.
Much of the land owned by the nursery is occupied by glasshouses and rigid polytunnels,
however peripheral areas exist which cannot be farmed and provide areas of wildlife
habitat. These important wildlife habitats to be found on the farm are rivers, streams,
ponds, woodland and scrub.
Recent habitat improvements have taken place with the planting of a new
hedgerow along Station Road which in time will provide habitat for insects and birds.
Kestrels are seen regularly across the holding and surrounding area. The location of the
nursery within a built environment and close to the River Avon would also suggest the
presence of bats.
The nursery is located in the Severn and Evesham Vale and its surrounding area displays
key characteristics of this such as intensive horticultural cultivation in a landscape with
very little woodland. The nursery is located within the catchment area of the River Avon.
Objectives
As a leading investor in the local community Zenith Nurseries have the following aims in
both the short and long-term with regard to the environment.
•

Remain to be: a commercially viable company but with due respect for wildlife and
environmental conservation.

•

Continue to adopt and update environmental management policies on the holding
based on good advice and involve staff and others in formulating these in order to
minimise the environmental impact of the organisation.

•

Recognise the need for change in the workplace to tackle climate change.

•

Promote and enhance biodiversity on the farm by actively managing habitats to
improve their viability.

Action Plan
At Zenith Nurseries the management team is fully aware of the importance of looking after
the environment in which its crops are grown and have procedures in place to ensure there
is no violation of this and where appropriate steps are taken to help with the overall
conservation of all areas. The guidelines below are followed as closely as possible and
reviewed annually.

Subject

Action Required

Timing

Responsibility

Pond at Station

It is recommended that trees
around the pond should be
pollarded to allow more light to
reach the water surface This will
also reduce the amount of leaf
litter which contributes to pond
siltation. Additionally some reprofiling of the bank closest to the
nursery should be carried out in
order to make the pond more
accessible for wildlife and allow
vegetation to colonies the pond
edge. The introduction of nonnative plants and fish should be
avoided. NB The Environment
Agency should be contacted before
any work is carried out as
approval may be required due to
the proximity of a watercourse.

2017-2020

G. Barone

Badsey Brook

Otters are known to be present on
all of Worcestershire’s major
watercourses and have been
present in the Avon catchment
since the early 1990’s. Loss of
bankside habitat is a limiting
factor in the increase of Otter
numbers. It is therefore
recommended to install an Otter
holt on the banks of the Badsey
Brook to provide shelter and a
possible breeding site.

2017-2025

G. Barone

The holt can be constructed from
wood pollarded from trees
surrounding the nearby pond.
NB As before the Environment
Agency should be contacted before
any work is carried out on the
Badsey Brook bankside as
approval may be required
Irrigation reservoir
at Station Road

It is recommended to plant a wild
flower seed mix on the reservoir
bank which is currently just grass.

2017-2025

G. Barone

2017-2025

G. Barone

This will provide a source of pollen
and nectar for a variety of insects
such as bees and butterflies.
Increased insect numbers will in
turn provide an enhanced food
source for birds and bats during
the breeding season.

Woodland and trees
at Station Road

Existing mature trees around the
site should be retained as they
provide an important habitat and
food source for many insect and
bird species. lvy should also be
retained on trees as it provides an
important habitat for Pipistrelle
bats. Areas of elder should be
thinned to allow sunlight to reach
the ground which will encourage
plant growth.
If old trees become dangerous
consider pollarding them. Main
limbs can be removed at
approximately 3 metres above
ground level thus retaining the
stump. This will then provide
habitat for owls, bats and insects.
Removed wood should be stacked
at the base of the tree to further
enhance the habitat.

Some new trees could be planted
to provide a good age and tree size
variation. Native species such as
oak, ash, field maple, hawthorn
and blackthorn should be the
preferred option. New trees
should be adequately guarded
from animal browsing and weeds
should be controlled at the base
for at least the first 3 years after
planting.
It is recommended that a number
of bird and bat boxes should be
placed on trees in this area to
provide nesting habitat for small
birds and bats. Bird boxes are best
put up during the autumn as birds
may use them as roosts during the
winter. The type of box and siting
will depend on the target bird
species.

Boat Lane
glasshouse site

An area of unutilized land is
present between the glasshouses
and the Badsey Brook.

2017-2025

G. Barone

2019-2020

G. Barone

It is recommended to plant a wild
flower seed mix in this area to
provide a source of pollen and
nectar for a variety of insects such
as bees and butterflies. Increased
insect numbers will in turn:
provide an enhanced food source
for birds and bats during the
breeding season.
Woodland areas

Minimal disturbance to trees,
shrubs and floor vegetation.
Fallen trees or branches to be left
in situ to widen range of
biodiversity.

New trees planting where land is
available – 2019 new trees planted
in Bolton Farm.
Hedges

Trimming delayed to late winter to 2019-2020
provide fruits and seeds for small
mammals and birds to midSeptember – mid February.

Field boundaries and A minimum buffer zone of 1 meter
ditches
left undisturbed along the edges of
fences, hedges and ditches.

G. Barone

2019-2024

G. Barone

2017 completed

G. Barone

No pesticides or fertilizers to be
applied.
Ditches to be cleaned on a
rotational basis.
LERAP compliance.
Hedge gaps to be filled in with
recommended trees.
Conservation advice

Biodiversity report by FWAG.
Implement suggestions made by
Environmental Agency, local
authority advisers and local
members of conservation group.
Tunnels built, landscaped with
hedges.

Traditional Field
Boundaries

Field boundaries,
environmental/landscape features
and other natural habitats will not
be removed

2017- present

G. Barone

Clearing of ditches

Only if necessary to clean and will
be delayed to late winter to
provide shelter for nesting birds
and mammals. September – mid
February.

2017- present

G. Barone

Field Boundaries

Zenith to manage field boundaries
with minimal and appropriate use
of PPPs – Buffer zones to be
applied. Wherever possible use
mechanical weed removal in order
to reduce use of herbicide
applications.

2017- present

G. Barone

Birds Nesting

If during field inspection birds nest 2017- present
are discovered in the crops – those
to be appropriately marked and
mechanical weed control to be
reduced.

G. Barone

Biodiversity Summary
Make the most of Biodiversity at Zenith Nurseries Ltd
BIODIVERSITY or ‘the conservation of the variety of life’ was introduced at the Rio Earth
Summit in 1992. In Worcestershire, farmers have a key role in maintaining this variety,
which may be unique to their land. Worcestershire has its own Biodiversity Action Plans
(BAP) and these highlight declining habitats and species across the county. Additionally
they help to set priorities and guide resources to maintain, enhance and protect these
important county assets.

Key BAP Habitats at Zenith Nurseries Ltd
•

Rivers and streams

•

Trees and scrub Ponds

•

Target species and habitat in Worcestershire

Target species

Target habitats

Barn Owl

Twaite and Allis Shad

Lowland Farmland

Corn bunting

White Clawed Crayfish

Trees and Woodland

Grey Partridge

Water and Wetlands

Lapwing

Adder

Linnet

Slow Worm

Reed Bunting

High Brown Fritillary

Skylark

Brown Hairstreak

Yellowhammer

Club-tailed Dragonfly

Tree Sparrow

Stag Beetle

Common & Soprano
Pipistrelle

Hornet Robber-fly

Brown Long-Eared Bat
Water Vole

Urban areas and
development
Nightingale Great Crested
Newt

Black Poplar
True Service Tree

Otter Dormouse

Management to Benefit Particular Species
Barn Owl
Once fairly common, barn owl numbers have declined to such an extent that they have
become rare across Britain. Many factors have been suggested for the decline of the barn
owl. However the major reason is thought to be loss of feeding areas. Barn owls have also
declined due to loss of nest/roost sites and accidental deaths, especially on roads. The Barn
Owl is a Worcestershire BAP priority species.

5.1.1 Habitat
Mixed farmland with spinneys, ditches, rough pastures and well- managed field margins.
Often found around farm buildings and the edge of villages. A breeding pair of barn owls
needs around |.5 ha of rough grass within a 2~3 km2 territory.

5.1.2 Food
Short-tailed field voles are the preferred prey species, comprising up to 60% of the diet.
Barn Owl will also hunt for mice, shrews, small rats and birds.

5.1.3 Nesting
Breeding season runs from April to August, and a second brood will be reared in good vole
years. A breeding pair will use the same nest site year after year if undisturbed. The female
lays four to seven white eggs in an unlined hole of a tree, building (often a hay barn) or cliff.
Will nest in good. owl boxes that are a sufficient size and draught- free.

5.1.4 Habitat Management
Retain old trees in order to provide roost and nest sites and/or consider putting up nest
boxes in prominent mature trees or in farm buildings. Retain and create as much rough
tussocky grassland as possible and make the most of woodland edges and tracks — try to
incorporate areas of rough grassland.
Rodenticides used to control rats and mice can also kill barn owls — avoid secondgeneration products (containing Bromadioline, Brodifacoum, Difenacoum, or Flocoumafen)
where possible. Further information on this is available from the Barn Owl Trust
(www.bamowltrust.org.uk)

Pipistrelle Bat
The Pipistrelle is the most common bat species in the UK but has suffered a decline in
numbers due to rapid changes in the countryside, including loss of
roosting places and food sources. All bats and their roosting places are protected by law
from disturbance or destruction. It is a UK and County BAP priority species.

5.2.1 Habitat
Found throughout most of the UK. Prefers a mixed farming landscape with woodlands and
nearby lakes. Bat activity has been found to be highest on organic farms. The pipistrelle has
a particularly jerky flight with distinctive fluttering wings.

5.2.2 Food
Eats midges, caddis flies, mosquitoes, mayflies, lacewings and small moths. One individual
pipistrelle can consume around 3,000 insects a night. Most active after sunset, but may
emerge earlier.

5.2.3 Roosting
In the summer, roosts in the eaves of building, trees (including ivy- covered trees), cavities
and bat boxes. During the winter buildings and caves are preferred.

5.2.4 Habitat Management
Maintain old trees, including dead trees unless they pose a serious danger, as potential
summer roosts. Avoid cutting ivy from trees, as it does not harm the tree and provides
dense shelter. Install and monitor bat boxes. Manage farm woodlands to maintain open
rides and glades.

Otter
The otter is one of the UK’s top mammalian predators and its presence is an important
indicator of the chemical and biological health of our wetlands. Formerly widespread
throughout much of the UK, the otter underwent a rapid decline in numbers from the !950s
to the 1970s, caused primarily by
the introduction of organochlorine-based pesticides and exacerbated by hunting and loss of
habitat.

5.3.1 Habitat
The Otters main habitat is extensive river catchments. An individual’s range can extend up
to 40km of a river system. There is evidence that otters can displace mink populations,
with benefits for other species such as water vole.

5.3.2 Food
Principally feeds on eels, but will also take other fish, amphibians, birds and small
mammals.

5.3.3 Breeding
Females will produce between | and 4 cubs in ‘holts’. These can be cavities In riverbanks,
under tree roots, thick scrub vegetation and woodland connected to river corridors.
Artificial holts will be used if well placed.

5.3.4 Habitat Management
Bankside and associated wetland habitats are important, including wet woodland. Maintain
wet woodland areas and consider building artificial holts when carrying out riparian tree
management.

Kestrel
A familiar bird commonly seen hovering over farmland and roadside verges throughout the
UK. Kestrel numbers declined in the 1970's, most likely as a consequence of changes in
farming methods, and as a consequence is an Amber listed at risk species. The Kestrel has
readily adapted to man-made environments and can survive in urban areas.

5.4.1 Habitat
Familiar bird of farmland, with a wide distribution across the UK. Characteristic hovering
flight, when the kestrel scans the ground for prey, mainly small mammals, over a wide
range of open ground

5.4.2 Food
Mainly small mammals, especially voles, Kestrel’s are adaptable and opportunistic hunters.

5.4.3 Nesting
Nesting habitats utilised are very variable. The most common nest site is a hole or fork in a
tree, but kestrels will also use a hole or ledge
on a cliff. Kestrel will readily nest in stacks of bales and use nest boxes.

5.4.4 Habitat Management
Create and manage field margins to provide hunting areas. Retain suitable old trees with
holes for nest sites. Consider putting up nest boxes and ensure appropriate management of
rodenticides to avoid accidental poisoning.
www forestry .gov.uk
Three Cox Lane

Boat Lane
Bolton

Merry Lane

Key
1. Residential Property
2. Open Fields:
3. Hedgerows and Trees, Young Trees, Bush
4. Roads
5. Zenith Neighbouring Open Agricultural activities
6. Other Neighbouring Open/Covered Agricultural activities7 Water Reservoir:
8. Other Neighbouring activities i.e. Middle School, Business Centre, Westland Flooding
Ditches
Footpaths

Zenith Nurseries will keep a minimum of 5% farm area available as appropriate habitats, not
used for cropping and food production. Wherever appropriate after identification of presence
of fauna, food will be provided during summer/winter.
Threes and wild flowers are planted in those areas in order to provide seasonal food – nectar
and pollen for bees and pollinators.
Appropriate habitats

